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As the facilitator of the innovative Kokomo CEO program, I've come to understand the
crucial role of cultivating a deep-seated appreciation for learning among our future
leaders. And to achieve this, we must first embody the mindset of a lifelong learner
ourselves, acknowledging that the pursuit of knowledge is a never-ending journey, with
no ultimate destination in sight.

I'd like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the trailblazing leaders in education,
business, and local government who have helped make Kokomo CEO a reality in
our community. This year, we proudly marked our 9th class of Kokomo CEO, during
which we explored entrepreneurship, problem-solving, and best practices in effective
leadership. Thanks to the tireless efforts and support of our board and investors, high
school juniors and seniors continue to receive invaluable exposure to these key themes. 

Of all the memorable moments from this year's program, our CEO Summit stands out as
a true highlight. Despite facing unfavorable weather, these incredible kids pulled together
and sold over 300 tickets to our Leadership Conference, which brought in an impressive
profit of $12,000. With the unwavering determination and adaptability that defines true
leaders, they even pivoted to provide video recordings for guests who couldn't attend in
person.

I was also blown away by the caliber of personal businesses my kids developed, each
one perfectly tailored to their unique personalities and creative talents. Witnessing their
intense focus and drive was a truly inspiring experience. There's nothing more fulfilling
than seeing the look of pride and self-assurance on their faces when they tackle a
difficult challenge and come out on top.

Kokomo CEO is about more than just business and entrepreneurship – it's also about
helping our young adults discover who they truly want to be, not just what they want to
do. Through personality assessments and candid discussions about our core values and
beliefs, we encouraged introspection and personal growth in a way that truly resonated
with our team. I firmly believe that we must empower the next generation to become the
best version of themselves, rather than forcing them into narrow career paths that may
not align with their true passions and strengths.

Finally, I want to express my pride and gratitude
for the close bonds that formed among our team
members and mentors this year. The
connections forged during Kokomo CEO will
undoubtedly serve these young professionals
well as they continue to pursue their dreams
and aspirations. I feel incredibly fortunate to
have been a part of this life-changing
experience, and I can't wait to see what these
young men and women will achieve next.
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A J  i s  a  j u n i o r  a t  K o k o m o  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  a n d  h e  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  I n d i a n a
U n i v e r s i t y  B l o o m i n g t o n  t o  s t u d y  s p o r t s  m a r k e t i n g  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  n e x t
y e a r .  A J ’ s  b u s i n e s s ,  S e e G l a s s ,  p r o v i d e s  h a n d - m a d e  c r a f t s  m a d e  o u t  o f
s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  r e c y c l a b l e  m a t e r i a l s .

T h e  C E O  p r o g r a m  w a s  t h e  m o s t  u s e f u l  a n d  e n j o y a b l e  c l a s s  I  h a v e  t a k e n .
T h e  C E O  p r o g r a m  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  o p e n  u p  a n d  b e  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t  a r o u n d  n o t
o n l y  a d u l t s  b u t  m y  c l a s s m a t e s  a s  w e l l .  C E O  p r o v i d e d  m e  w i t h  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  a n d  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  w o r l d  t h r o u g h
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s .  T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  I  b u i l t
t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  m y  c l a s s m a t e s  a n d  m e n t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  m e
a n d  p r e p a r e d  m e  f o r  m y  f u t u r e .

H a n n a h  B o n d s
H a n n a h  B o n d s  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  N o r t h w e s t e r n  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d
M i l l i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  s t u d y  C h i l d r e n ’ s  M i n i s t r y .  S h e  c r e a t e s  g r e e t i n g  c a r d s
t o  e n a b l e  p e o p l e  t o  s t a y  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e i r  l o v e d  o n e s  i n  h e r  b u s i n e s s ,
J o y f u l  G r e e t i n g s .  

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  t a u g h t  m e  a  l o t  a b o u t  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a
t e a m .  I  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g r o w  t h r o u g h  t h e  u n i q u e  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  C E O  a n d
I  a m  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  l e s s o n s  I ’ v e  l e a r n e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  

J o h n  C u r l  J r .
J o h n  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  K o k o m o  H i g h  s c h o o l  w h o  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  I n d i a n a  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h e r e  h e  w i l l  m a j o r  i n  b u s i n e s s  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  w i l l  b e  a
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  b a s e b a l l  t e a m .  J o h n ’ s  b u s i n e s s ,  B r u n o ’ s  &  B e y o n d ,  i s  a
f r e s h  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o w n e d  b u s i n e s s  o f  6 3  y e a r s .  T h e  s e r v i c e s
o f f e r e d  a r e  c a t e r i n g ,  p r e - b a k e  p i z z a s ,  t a k e - h o m e  p i z z a  k i t s ,  a n d  p i z z a
m a k i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  b e e n  a n  u n p a r a l l e l e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  h a s  a l l o w e d  m e  t o
g r o w  i n  m y  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  a s  w e l l  l e a r n i n g  t o  n e t w o r k  w i t h i n  m y
c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  g i v e n  m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  d i f f e r e n t
w a y s  t o  l e a d  a n d  b u i l d  o n  m y  s t r e n g t h s .

K y a n  G a m b l e
K y a n  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  K o k o m o  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  i s  u n d e c i d e d  o n  w h a t  c o l l e g e
h e  i s  a t t e n d i n g ;  h o w e v e r ,  h e  p l a n s  t o  s t u d y  b u i l d i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e m e n t .  H i s  b u s i n e s s ,  S h a k e  I t  U p ,  p r o v i d e s  a  n u t r i t i o n a l
s t r u c t u r e  a n d  h e l p s  s u p p l y  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  n a t u r a l  p r o t e i n  t h e  b o d y  n e e d s
d a i l y .  

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  g i v e n  m e  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l
i n t e r a c t i o n .  M y  t i m e  i n  K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  c h a n g e d  m y  v i e w  o n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h a s  o p e n e d  u p  n e w  d o o r s  f o r  m e .  I  a m  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  i n  t h i s  p r o g r a m .

E l i  G u e s t
E l i  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  K o k o m o  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  I n d i a n a
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  m a j o r  i n  f i n a n c e .  E l i  i s  t h e  o w n e r  o f  G r a d e  A  A u t o  D e t a i l ,  a
m o b i l e  v e h i c l e  d e t a i l i n g  c o m p a n y  t h a t  a i m s  t o  b r i n g  h i g h  q u a l i t y  a n d
e f f e c t i v e  d e t a i l i n g  t o  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  c u s t o m e r .  

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  t a u g h t  m e  m a n y  s k i l l s  s u c h  a s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  g e t t i n g  o u t
o f  m y  c o m f o r t  z o n e ,  a n d  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  b u s i n e s s  a n d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p .
T o  b e c o m e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  b e  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  t h e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,
t h a t  i s  o n e  m a i n  t h i n g s  C E O  h a s  i n g r a i n e d  i n  m e .  W i t h o u t  a  d o u b t ,  K o k o m o
C E O  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e v e r y  K o k o m o  a r e a  s t u d e n t  a n d  t h e s e
s k i l l s  w i l l  u t i l i z e d  t h r o u g h o u t  m y  l i f e !
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K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  g i v e n  m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e  g r e a t  c o n n e c t i o n s .  I t
a l s o  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  b e c o m e  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t  i n  m a k i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l
d e c i s i o n s .  B e i n g  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  i m p r o v e d  m y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d
s o c i a l  s k i l l s .  I  a m  t h r i l l e d  t o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e  i n  C E O .  I t  h a s
c h a n g e d  m y  v i e w  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r .

K y l i e  I r w i n
K y l i e  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  W e s t e r n  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  p l a n s  t o  g e t  h e r  r e a l  e s t a t e
l i c e n s e .  H e r  b u s i n e s s ,  K y l i e  M a e ’ s  C r a f t s ,  c r e a t e s  a n d  s e l l s  w o o d e n ,
h a n d m a d e  s i g n s  t h a t  a d d  a  c r e a t i v e  t o u c h  t o  h o m e s .  

T h e  C E O  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  c h o i c e s  t h a t  I  c o u l d  h a v e  m a d e
i n  m y  h i g h  s c h o o l  c a r e e r .  I t  h a s  p r o v i d e d  m e  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n
a n d  g r o w  t h r o u g h  r e a l  w o r l d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I t  h a s  p u s h e d  m e  o u t  o f  m y
c o m f o r t  z o n e  a n d  f o r c e d  m e  t o  i m p r o v e  a s  a  l e a d e r  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s .  I ’ m  v e r y
t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i t  h a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  m e

K e a t o n  L e w e l l e n
K e a t o n  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  L e w i s  C a s s  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  B a l l  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h e r e  h e  w i l l  m a j o r  i n  A r c h i t e c t u r e .  K e a t o n ’ s  b u s i n e s s ,  C r o w n
C o r n h o l e ,  i s  a  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  q u a l i t y ,  c u s t o m
C o r n h o l e  b o a r d s .

A p p l y i n g  f o r  K o k o m o  C E O  w a s  t h e  b e s t  c h o i c e  I  m a d e  t h r o u g h o u t  m y  h i g h
s c h o o l  c a r e e r .  T h i s  c l a s s  h a s  t a u g h t  m e  m a n y  s k i l l s  t h a t  I  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o
u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  m y  l i f e  o u t s i d e  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l .  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  v a r i o u s
l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  t e a m  s k i l l s ,  a n d  I  h a v e  g a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n
t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

K a r s o n  P a r r o t t
K a r s o n  i s  a  c u r r e n t  s e n i o r  a t  K o k o m o  H i g h  S c h o o l  w h o  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d
I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  B l o o m i n g t o n  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  w h e r e  h e  w i l l  s t u d y
b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  K a r s o n ' s  b u s i n e s s ,  A p e x - S w i n g s ,  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  t o
p r o m o t e  a n d  e d u c a t e  t h e  y o u n g  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t o d a y ' s  g o l f e r s !

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  b e e n  s u c h  a  m i n d - e x p a n d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  m y s e l f .
K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  a  h u g e  p r o m o t i o n  o n  p e r s o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  k n o w l e d g e .  E a c h
a n d  e v e r y d a y  t h e  C E O  t e a m  h a s  b r o u g h t  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  a d v e r s i t y  t o
m y  l i f e .  T h e  l e s s o n s  I ' v e  l e a r n e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  j o u r n e y  o f  C E O  h a v e  
 h e l p e d  m e  o v e r c o m e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  f a c e  a d v e r s i t y .  C E O  g a v e  m e  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  m y  n e t w o r k i n g  s k i l l s ,  w h i c h  t h e n  b o o s t e d  m y
s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e .  F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  I  p u s h  s t u d e n t s  t o  a p p l y  t o  C E O  a n d
p u s h  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  h e l p  c r e a t e  t h e i r  o w n  C E O  b r a n d .

A v a  P e o p l e s
A v a  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  N o r t h w e s t e r n  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  I n d i a n a
U n i v e r s i t y  B l o o m i n g t o n  t o  S t u d y  B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  M a r k e t i n g .  A v a
i s  t h e  o w n e r  o f  F r o n t d o o r F a n c y ,  a  r i b b o n  b u n d l e  c o m p a n y  t h a t  h e l p s
p e o p l e  e l e v a t e  t h e i r  h o m e s .

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  t r e m e n d o u s l y  i n  m u l t i p l e  a s p e c t s  o f  m y  l i f e .
M y  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  t e a m  w o r k i n g  s k i l l s  h a v e  i m p r o v e d  a n d  a l l o w e d  m e  t o
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  a n y  p e r s o n .  M y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s  h a v e  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d
t h r o u g h  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  o p e n  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  m y  t e a m m a t e s .  I
w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  s k i l l s  C E O  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h r o u g h
t h e  y e a r .
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A n n a  P e r r y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  s e n i o r  a t  N o r t h w e s t e r n  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  w i l l  b e
a t t e n d i n g  P u r d u e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h e r e  s h e  w i l l  m a j o r  i n  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d
t o u r i s m  m a n a g e m e n t .  H e r  b u s i n e s s ,  D a i l y  D e c o r ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  t r a y s  o f  s m a l l
a n d  m e d i u m  s i z e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c u p  c o a s t e r s .  

C E O  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  l e a r n  h o w  t o  w o r k  i n  g r o u p s  a n d  h o w  t o  b e  c o m f o r t a b l e
b e i n g  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  a l s o  g i v e n  m e  c o n n e c t i o n s  o f  w h i c h
I  a m  g r a t e f u l .  

J a c e  R a y l
J a c e  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  K o k o m o  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  P u r d u e
U n i v e r s i t y  w h e r e  h e  w i l l  s t u d y  e n g i n e e r i n g .  H i s  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  R a y l  S c h o o l
o f  S h o o t i n g ,  o f f e r s  b a s k e t b a l l  l e s s o n s  t o  t e e n a g e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  H i s
b u s i n e s s  i s  m e a n t  t o  f o c u s  o n  i m p r o v i n g  e a c h  c l i e n t s ’  j u m p s h o t .

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  p u s h e d  m e  o u t  o f  m y  c o m f o r t  z o n e  t h i s  y e a r .  I t  h a s
i m p r o v e d  m y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s ,  t i m e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
s k i l l s .  T h i s  c l a s s  t a u g h t  m e  a  l o t  a b o u t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h e  c i t y  o f
K o k o m o .

K e n d a l l  R h e e s
K e n d a l l  R h e e s  i s  a  S e n i o r  a t  W e s t e r n  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d
W e s t e r n  M i c h i g a n  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  s t u d y  B u s i n e s s  a n d  M a r k e t i n g
m a n a g e m e n t .  K e n d a l l  i s  t h e  o w n e r  o f  C r a f t  N a t u r a l ,  a  c e r a m i c  a n d  w o o d e n
s i g n  c o m p a n y  t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  h a n d m a d e  p r o j e c t s .

C E O  h a s  t a k e n  m e  o u t  o f  m y  c o m f o r t  z o n e  a n d  t a u g h t  m e  h o w  t o  b e c o m e
m i n d f u l  w i t h i n  b u s i n e s s  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I t  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e
w h e n  t a c k l i n g  r e a l  w o r l d  p r o b l e m s .  O n e  t a k e  a w a y  f r o m  C E O  w o u l d  h a v e  t o
b e  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s  I  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f
t h e  c l a s s .  I  w i l l  f o r e v e r  r e c o m m e n d  C E O  t o  a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b u s i n e s s .

A n d r e w  R y a n
A n d r e w  i s  a  S e n i o r  a t  W e s t e r n  H i g h  S c h o o l .  H e  w i l l  a t t e n d  T a y l o r
U n i v e r s i t y  t o  j o i n  A r m y  R O T C  a n d  s t u d y  H i s t o r y .  H i s  b u s i n e s s ,  R a n g e r
W o o d w o r k i n g ,  c r e a t e s  c u s t o m ,  h i g h - q u a l i t y  w o o d e n  g a m e s  a n d
d e c o r a t i o n s .  

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  h e l p e d  t e a c h  m e  a b o u t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p .  I
h a v e  r e a l l y  l e a r n e d  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  b e  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r  a n d  h o w  t o  w o r k
a s  a  t e a m .

L i b e r t y  S c o t t
L i b e r t y  S c o t t  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  L e w i s  C a s s  a n d  i s  a t t e n d i n g  D e p a u w  U n i v e r s i t y
i n  t h e  f a l l ,  w h e r e  s h e  w i l l  m a j o r  i n  K i n e s i o l o g y  a n d  r u n  T r a c k  a n d  F i e l d .
H e r  b u s i n e s s ,  C o z y  K n i t  C r e a t i o n s ,  c r e a t e s  c u s t o m  c o l o r e d ,  c h u n k y ,  k n i t
b l a n k e t s  t o  p r o v i d e  q u a l i t y  c o m f o r t  a n d  b r i n g  l i f e  t o  y o u r  h o m e .  

I ’ m  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  a n d  g r o w  f r o m  t h e  l e s s o n s
I ’ v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  C E O .  I t  h a s  t r u l y  t a u g h t  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  m u c h  m o r e  t o
b u i l d i n g  a  t e a m  t h a n  j u s t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  s k i l l s  I
l e a r n e d  w a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  l e a r n i n g  t o  m e e t  e v e r y o n e ’ s  n e e d s  a s  a  t e a m  a n d
v a l u e  e a c h  p e r s o n ’ s  o p i n i o n s  a n d  t h o u g h t s .  
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L i l l i a n  S u l l i v a n  i s  a  S e n i o r  a t  W e s t e r n  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g
P u r d u e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  f u r t h e r  h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  H e r
b u s i n e s s ,  B a g  I t !  B y  L i l l i ,  o f f e r s  s t y l i s h  a n d  c u s t o m  c l e a r  b a g s  t h a t  a r e
s t a d i u m  a p p r o v e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s h e  i s  a l s o  s e l l i n g  m a k e u p  b a g s  f o r  t r a v e l .  

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  t a u g h t  m e  t r e m e n d o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  a n d  h a s  h e l p e d
p r e p a r e  m e  f o r  m y  f u t u r e .  I  a m  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  a n d
s o l v e  r e a l  w o r l d  b u s i n e s s  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  m y  f e l l o w  p e e r s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a
o n c e  i n  a  l i f e t i m e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  I  h a v e  i m m e n s e l y  e n j o y e d  b e i n g  a  p a r t
o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  

N o a h  T h o m p s o n
N o a h  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  K o k o m o  H i g h  S c h o o l  w i t h  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  N o t r e  D a m e .  H e  p l a n s  o n  m a j o r i n g  i n  c o m p u t e r  s c i e n c e  w h i l e  m i n o r i n g
i n  f i n a n c e .  N o a h ’ s  p e r s o n a l  b u s i n e s s ,  R e l a x a t i o n  P r o ,  i s  a  d r o p - s h i p p i n g
b u s i n e s s  t h a t  f o c u s e s  o n  p r o v i d i n g  a f f o r d a b l e ,  q u a l i t y  w e l l n e s s  p r o d u c t s  t o
c u s t o m e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

K o k o m o  C E O  h a s  e x p a n d e d  m y  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  k n o w l e d g e  b e y o n d  l e v e l s  I
e v e r  w o u l d  h a v e  k n o w n .  T h e  h a n d s - o n  a p p r o a c h  t o  l e a r n i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  C E O
c o u r s e  h a s  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  c r e a t e  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  m a n y  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s
o w n e r s .  T h e  a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  t h i s  u n i q u e ,  o n c e  i n  a  l i f e t i m e  c o u r s e  i s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  I  h i g h l y  s u g g e s t .  

M y a  T r u a x
M y a  i s  a  s e n i o r  a t  T r i - C e n t r a l  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  I v y  T e c h  t o
s t u d y  g e n e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  S h e  o p e r a t e s  M y a ' s  G a r d e n  o u t
o f  a  g r e e n h o u s e  t o  s e l l  s t a r t - u p  v e g e t a b l e  p l a n t s  f o r  a t  h o m e  g a r d e n s .  

T h e  K o k o m o  C E O  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  t h e  m o s t  i n v o l v e d  p r o g r a m  w i t h i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  I  h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  a p a r t  o f .  I t  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  g r o w  o u t  o f  m y
c o m f o r t  z o n e .  I  h a v e  m a d e  s o  m a n y  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h i s  p r o g r a m  t h a t
I ' l l  b e  u s i n g  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  M y  b i g g e s t  t a k e a w a y  i s  t h e  a m a z i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  I  w a s  g i v e n  a n d  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d  e x p e r i e n c e s  I  r e c e i v e d  w i t h i n
t h i s  p r o g r a m .

A v a  W i l l i a m s o n
A v a  W i l l i a m s o n  i s  a  S e n i o r  a t  W e s t e r n  H i g h  S c h o o l .  S h e  w i l l  b e  a t t e n d i n g
P u r d u e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  E x p l o r a t o r y  S t u d i e s  P r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  t o  m a j o r  i n
B u s i n e s s .  H e r  b u s i n e s s ,  T h e  B l o o m  B a r ,  i s  a  f u l l y  c u s t o m i z a b l e  b o u q u e t
s h o p .  S h e  a i m s  t o  c r e a t e  a  u n i q u e  a n d  f u n  w a y  t o  g i f t  y o u r s e l f  o r  a  l o v e d
o n e  a  b o u q u e t  o f  f l o w e r s .  

T h e  K o k o m o  C E O  P r o g r a m  h a s  t r u l y  b e e n  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  m e  t h i s  y e a r  a s  i t
h a s  p r o v i d e d  m e  w i t h  m a n y  s k i l l s  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h a t  I  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  u s e
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  h a s  n o t  o n l y  g r o w n  m y  c o n f i d e n c e ,  b u t  a l s o  m y
l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  a n d  h o w  t o  w o r k  a s  a  t e a m .  I  a m  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  b l e s s e d  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m !  
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te C l a y  B r u b a k e r ,  C E O  C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 9
A s  a  s e n i o r  a t  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  K o k o m o ,  I  a m  p r o u d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  I  w i l l
b e  g r a d u a t i n g  t h i s  s p r i n g  w i t h  a  d e g r e e  i n  E x e r c i s e  S c i e n c e ,  w i t h  p l a n s  t o
f u r t h e r  m y  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  A s s i s t a n t  P r o g r a m .  M y
p a s s i o n  l i e s  i n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  t h e r a p y  s e t t i n g ,  h e l p i n g  t h e m
a c h i e v e  t h e i r  g o a l s  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  m a k i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e i r  l i v e s .

A s i d e  f r o m  m y  a c a d e m i c  p u r s u i t s ,  I  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  a  s t u d e n t  a t h l e t e  a t  I U K
f o r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  c o m p e t i n g  o n  t h e  t r a c k  a n d  f i e l d  t e a m .  I  a m  h o n o r e d
t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  A l l - C o n f e r e n c e  h o n o r s  t h r e e  t i m e s ,  a n d  I  a m  e a g e r  t o  m a k e  i t
f o u r  i n  t h e  u p c o m i n g  o u t d o o r  s e a s o n .
R e f l e c t i n g  o n  m y  h i g h  s c h o o l  c a r e e r ,  t h e  C E O  P r o g r a m  w a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p a c t f u l
e x p e r i e n c e s  I  h a d .  T h e  l e s s o n s  I  l e a r n e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p r o g r a m  h a v e  s t a y e d  w i t h  m e  t h r o u g h o u t  m y
c o l l e g e  y e a r s  a n d  b e y o n d .  T h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  I  f o r m e d  w e r e  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e
p r o g r a m ,  a n d  k n o w i n g  t h a t  I  h a v e  a  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m  t o  t u r n  t o  f o r  p e r s o n a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v i c e  i s
t r u l y  i n v a l u a b l e .  I  o w e  m u c h  o f  m y  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  t o  t h e  m e n t o r s  a n d  f a c i l i t a t o r s  I  m e t
t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  f o r  t h a t ,  I  a m  f o r e v e r  g r a t e f u l .
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EW K o k o m o  C E O  o f f e r s  a  o n c e  i n  a  l i f e t i m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r

h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  t o  g a i n  h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e
w o r l d  o f  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  a b l e  t o  s e e k
v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t  f r o m  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s ,
r e g a r d i n g  h o w  t o  d e v e l o p  a  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s .  I n
a d d i t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  g a i n  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n
s k i l l s  b y  w o r k i n g  i n  a  g r o u p  s e t t i n g  a l o n g s i d e  l i k e - m i n d e d
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a l l  w i t h  s i m i l a r  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .
S u c h  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  n e t w o r k i n g  s k i l l s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l
i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c l a s s  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e m e s t e r .

B r a n d o n  B i s h o p  t r u l y  e x c e e d s  h i s  t i t l e  a s  a  f a c i l i t a t o r ,  a s
h e  w o r k s  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  a r r a n g e  i n c r e d i b l e  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s ,
a s  w e l l  a s  i n t r i g u i n g  b u s i n e s s  v i s i t s .  H e  m a k e s  i t  h i s  g o a l
t o  d e v e l o p  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f
t h e  K o k o m o  C E O  c o u r s e ,  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e s  t r e m e n d o u s l y
t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  c h e m i s t r y  a m o n g s t  t h e  c l a s s .

T o  c o n c l u d e  t h e  y e a r ,  C E O  s t u d e n t s  c o m p i l e  t h e i r
b u s i n e s s  k n o w l e d g e  i n t o  t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  b u s i n e s s ,
w h i c h  a l t o g e t h e r  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
t h a t  K o k o m o  C E O  o f f e r s  t o  s t u d e n t s .  K o k o m o  C E O  i s  t r u l y
a  u n i q u e ,  i m m e r s i v e ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f f e r e d
t o  K o k o m o  a r e a  s t u d e n t s ,  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k
a l o n g s i d e  a n  a m a z i n g  l e a d e r  a n d  m e n t o r  i n  B r a n d o n
B i s h o p .

N o a h  T h o m p s o n  -  K o k o m o  H i g h  S c h o o l
K o k o m o  C E O  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 3  



Class Activities
Mentor Matching 
Students work with individual
mentors during class and outside of
class to network, build professional
relationships and get advice on
business plans.

CEO Summit (class business) 
Students collaborated to plan, fund, and
implement an afternoon business
seminar with a working budget of
$18,000.

CEO Student Trade Show 
Students held their trade show at
Northview Church. Community members
attended and enjoyed a wide variety of
student businesses that were
showcased.

Banker Day
CEO students presented their
business plans to area bankers for
guidance and input.

C L A S S  H O S T S



30+
Dr. Alan Krabbenhoft - Indiana University Kokomo
Chancellor Mark Canada - Indiana University Kokomo
Morgan Young - Northview Church
Travis Taflinger - Bridges Outreach
Chris Farace 
Greg Reed  - personal planning
Nick Pate - Nick Pate State Farm Insurance
Scott Pitcher - Fortune Companies, Inc.
Kim LaFollette & Rob Blume - Community First Bank
Lisa Pflueger - MarketVibes, Inc.
Drew Larison - Larison Media & The Kokomo Post
Brad Priday - Shepherd Insurance
Christy Miller - Oak Hill Millworks
Margaret Johnson - The Wellness Garden
Monty Henderson - Indiana SBDC
Paul Wyman - The Wyman Group
Doug Vaughn - Rite Quality Office Supplies
Bob Hickman - Community First Bank
Mary Baker - AndyMark, Inc.
Matt Lewellen - Steinberger Construction
Amy Pate - RACI 
Megan Devito
+ more!

40+

Mid-America Beverage 
Weber Speakers
Bona Vista Programs
Ivy Tech - Kokomo Campus 
Indiana University Kokomo
Miller Farm/Hoosier Steaks
PlayPros
UPS Franchise - Kokomo
Purdue Polytechnic
Button Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram
Kokomo Opalescent Glass
IUK Economic Outlook Panel & Breakfast 
Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
First Farmers Bank & Trust
The Venue 
Kokomo YMCA
Indiana Wesleyan Kokomo 
PF Hendricks
Bruno's Pizza 
ZZ Diesel
Indianapolis Home & Patio Show
Sun King Kokomo 
+ more! 



C E O  B u s i n e s s  P a r t n e r s  a r e  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  C E O .  E a c h  i n v e s t s  $ 1 0 0 0

e a c h  y e a r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h e
s t u d e n t s  i n v o l v e d .  T h i s  i n v e s t m e n t  g o e s

t o w a r d  o u r  f a c i l i t a t o r  s a l a r y ,  c l a s s
e x p e n s e s ,  a n d  p r o g r a m  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .
T h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d

i n d i v i d u a l s  m a k e  u p  o u r  l i s t  o f  i n v e s t o r s .

F I N A N C I A L  U P D A T E
T h e  C E O  p r o g r a m  o p e r a t e d  w i t h  a

$ 5 4 , 0 0 0  b u d g e t  f u n d e d  b y  b u s i n e s s
i n v e s t o r s  a n d  t u i t i o n  p a y m e n t s  f r o m  t h e

I n d i a n a  s t a t e  s t i p e n d .  W i t h o u t  t h e
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n v e s t o r s

a n d  t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  b u s i n e s s
k n o w l e d g e  s u p p l i e d  b y  i n v e s t o r s  a n d
s p e a k e r s ,  C E O  w o u l d  n e v e r  b e  s u c h  a

l i f e - c h a n g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  
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